
The beautiful month of May 

is a welcome period of cele-

brating and looking forward 

to special events to come. 

A day to honor our mothers 

is an important time to re-

flect on the dedication, love 

and commitment of our 

precious mothers.  Sunday, 

May 5th, has been set aside 

as Mother’s Day. 

The children are very excited 

to prepare very special re-

membrances to present to 

their mothers. 

We wish a very happy 

Mother’s Day to each 

mother  and grandmother. 

We hope you have a day of 

relaxation and rest.  

 

Our classes will learn about 

the traditions associated 

with Cinco de Mayo and  

the celebrations that will 

occur in our community.   

Children are very welcome 

to dress in colorful, clothing, 

Latin/Mexican styles on 

Thursday, May 5th.  The girls 

love to wear flowers or rib-

bons in their hair and espe-

cially love skirts that twirl! 

Just for fun, we celebrate 

May 4th as a ‘Star Wars’ day. 

Enjoying the play on words, 

“May the fourth be with 

you”.  

Registration for our Dragon-

fly Class, for the coming 

school year, is underway at 

this time.  This is our Transi-

tional Kindergarten and 

Kindergarten level class-

room. The places are limited 

and parents are encouraged 

to register early to secure 

their child’s place in the 

class. For more information, 

kindly call to make an ap-

pointment with Mrs. 

Quintero, for more specific 

details about the curriculum 

and the class. 
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We respectfully ask that you 

mark your child’s clothing, 

bedding and any personal 

items, with an indelible 

marking pen or printed laun-

dry tag. 

Each of the children (with 

the exception of the children 

in our Dragonfly Classroom) 

have a pillow case, a crib 

sheet and a blanket that is 

used for their nap. 

All of the children need a 

one gallon size, clear Ziploc 

bag with a complete change 

of clothing—the bag and all 

of the individual items of 

clothing need to be marked 

with your child’s name. 

Sweaters and jackets need 

to be marked. 

We are committed to re-

specting your child’s per-

sonal belongings. 

The Lovely Month  

  of May 

Please ,  Help us prevent 

misplaced items 

Village Montessori academy 

May Calendar 

May 1, Sunday,   
 ‘May Day’ 

May 3,  Tuesday, 
 Eid al-Fitr 

May 4, Wednesday 

“May The Fourth                
Be With You” 

May 5, Thursday, 
Cinco de Mayo 

May8, Sunday,  

Mother’s Day 

 



Art is always a very inviting activity for 

the children.  Dr. Montessori under-

stood the need for the children to ex-

perience art in a very expansive manner 

and provided a strong program to pre-

pare the children to explore, enjoy and 

express themselves artistically. 

The youngest children learn many indi-

rect skills that will prepare them for 

work in the area of art.  They learn skills 

that will prepare them to cut, draw, 

design, paint and manage a variety of 

art materials.  They learn to set-up and 

clean-up a variety of art activities inde-

pendently. 

The children love to 

learn about the life and 

work of a wide range 

of artists.  This month, 

the children will learn 

about the work of 

Frieda Kahlo and her 

husband, Diego Rivera. 

The children have folders, books and 

materials that introduce other artists, 

styles and types of art and works of art 

that give them the opportunity to learn 

about how humans can express their 

artistic natures. 

From time to time, we offer special sea-

sonal projects for the children. Usually 

the art activities are ‘open ended’ and 

the child is free to be very creative.  For 

the special art activities, we offer some 

suggestions and guidelines, but truly 

Reading books is an on-going, joyful 

activity.  We do not allow the children 

to use their finger to read word-by-

word once they read from a book.  We 

also encourage ‘silent reading’, as well 

as learning to read aloud.  Children like 

to read aloud to a teacher or a class-

mate.  We work on expression, compre-

hension and word-attack skills to estab-

lish strong reading skills. 

Cinco de Mayo is another reason to 

celebrate freedom and have another 

party in class. We will learn  about the 

history of this event that occurred in 

Mexico in the state of Puebla.  We will 

have special foods, music and of course, 

dancing!  The children love to sing and 

dance with great, joyful energy. 

We will learn about the many foods 

that were indigenous to North America, 

including chocolate, peppers, tomatoes, 

corn, popcorn, beans, peanuts, wild 

rice, avocados, potatoes, sweet pota-

toes, etc. 

‘May The Fourth Be With You’  Wednes-

day, May 4th children may dress as a 

Star Wars Character and will be singing 

“The Saga Continues’, a funny parody of 

the Star Wars stories. 

Mother’s Day is a day the children relate 

to with so much love and appreciation.  

They are so happy to make little treas-

ures to take to their mommies.   

We wish a very happy Mother’s Day to 

each mommy and thank you for all you 

have given to these wonderful little 

children.   

of the Mexican army’s May 5, 1862 

victory over France at the Battle of 

Puebla during the Franco-Mexican 

War. The day, which falls on Thurs-

day, May 5 in 2022, is also known 

as Battle of Puebla Day. While it is a 

relatively minor holiday in Mexico, 

in the United States, Cinco de Mayo 

has evolved into a commemoration 

of Mexican culture and heritage, 

Cinco de Mayo, or the fifth of May, 

is a holiday that celebrates the date 

particularly in areas with large 

populations of Mexican-Americans. 

The children love to learn about 

other cultures, countries, flags, tradi-

tions and celebrations.  They learn 

songs in Spanish (like ’De Colores’) 
and enjoy any opportunity to sing 

and dance. 
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respect that the child must make the 

activity his/her own.  We deeply believe 

that the art must be ‘process oriented’ 

and not ‘product oriented’.  What we 

see is the children most delight in the 

making of the art, rather than the end 

product. They often make pieces of art 

and give them away very lovingly. 

Mathematics   The range of work has 

advanced to a very high level.  We see 

the children have a genuine love of 

math and are eager to work and master 

the processes - the four operations of +, 

-, x and ÷.   They have worked very hard 

to master ‘place value’ and  are able to 

work with whole numbers and frac-

tions. 

Language Arts  Work in this area ranges 

from composition of words, phrases, 

sentences and stories with movable 

alphabet, to spelling, penmanship, story 

writing, grammar and punctuation.  

Reading is strongly present in the room 

with many activities that label objects in 

the environment, colors, plane or solid 

geometric shapes, leaf forms, butterflies, 

fish, birds, land and water forms, maps 

showing counties, states or continents. 

The range is very expansive and allows 

for great exploration.   

V I L L A G E  M O N T E S S O R I  A C A D E M Y  

Cinco De Mayo, May 5th 

The Dragonfly class  



week vacation in Mexico.  The children 

enjoyed having Miss Sabrina in their 

class the previous two weeks but are 

also happy to have Miss Patricia back. 

Mother’s Day   The children love art and 

are especially happy to prepare a gift 

for their mommy.  They enjoy sitting 

with their teacher to design and pre-

pare their own artistic creation to bring 

home and surprise their mothers.  

The children of the Butterfly Class are 

full of a joyful energy and are enjoying 

their exploration of their environment.  

One observation we have made is how 

the ‘veterans’ of the class (children who 

have been in the class over a year) are 

so instinctively responsive to the needs 

of newer, younger children. 

Without prompting, they comfort, en-

courage and assist little ones with such 

tenderness.  Little matters, like bringing 

a tissue to a classmate or helping a child 

reach the faucet, may seem minor, but 

to a child who receives the help it is 

very welcome. 

Vacation Time  Miss Gabriel, as well as 

the children, are very happy to wel-

come Miss Patricia back from her two-

The children are exploring the puzzle 

maps with a great deal of interest. The 

maps show the continents and then 

individually, the isolated countries of 

each continent. The children love to 

bring the teacher requested countries 

and later, when they are reading, label 

the countries.  The are able to lable and-

color paper maps of their choice. 

 

will enjoy having Miss Sabrina guide the 

class.  Miss Sabrina has planned a lovely 

art activity for the children to present to 

their mommies for  Mother’s Day. 

The children will learn about Cinco de 

Mayo and are encouraged to dress in 

colorful clothes on May 5th.  They will 

be coloring the flag of Mexico and 

working with the puzzle map of North 

America, seeing that Mexico is the 

Recently, the children have enjoyed 

welcoming new students to their class.  

They are eager to assist newly-arrived 

little ones to their room and readily of-

fer a friendly hand when appropriate. 

Miss De Silva will be taking her annual 

vacation during the first two weeks of 

the month. She is off to spend time with 

her parents and family in Sri Lanka.  

While she is vacationing, the children 

country closest to our southern border. 

We are working with the children on 

their ‘Grace and Courtesy’ lessons. This 

work helps them establish their man-

ners, their respect for the guidelines of 

the classroom and their relationships 

with others.  It is essential to their ability 

to work and play in a harmonious way 

with their peers and their Montessori 

guides. 
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The Butterfly Class   

The ladybug class  

This work helps the children in many 

ways.  They love water and are de-

lighted to make bubbles, smell the scent 

of the soap, hear the sound of the 

brush as they scrub. 

They are learning to organize their ma-

terials, focus on following a sequence of 

actions, improve their concentration 

and coordination.  They begin to realize 

they can care for their environment and 

show pride in their work. 

The class is beautifully calm and the 

children are working very happily.    

They clearly love their work and are 

able to select and complete their activi-

ties independently. 

Miss Alena has been arriving each day 

with wonderful additions to the chil-

dren’s environment.  She is making their 

patio a lovely extension to their indoor 

classroom. This permits the children an 

opportunity to work in the fresh air in a 

safely shaded, outdoor space.   

Some of the additions are for the area 

called ‘Practical Life Skills’.  The children 

can water plants, do the larger washing 

activities, like hand washing, dish wash-

ing, washing laundry, table or chair 

washing.   

 

The Bumblebee Class   
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reason, our children may begin to 
ignore us. If we shout to solve prob-
lems, they learn to shout to solve 

problems. 

3. Model/assist child to make 
amends – Our children learn to take 
responsibility when something goes 
wrong. For young toddlers, we may 

be modelling how we get a tissue 
for a friend or a wet cloth for a 
friend who is hurt. Over time we’ll 
be there to assist them to make it 
up to another, and they are slowly 
learning how to solve problems for 

themselves. 

4. Find ways to solve problems to-
gether – Instead of bribing them to 
do something, we can find ways to 

work with them. It might be finding 
ways that help them leave the play-
ground that they like, or ways they 
can help in the supermarket by 
keeping them involved in the proc-
ess, or getting their help to carry 
something up the stairs instead of 
bribing them or setting the table so 
that everyone has everything they 
need. Our children are learning to 
be a part of the family not because 

they get a reward, but it’s about 

caring for each other. 

5. Help child if they are having a 
hard time – Helping children hav-
ing a tantrum can be a great chal-
lenge. When they are melting 
down, it’s impossible to rationalise 
with them. First help them calm 
down. Be patient – this can take 30 
minutes or more at times. And once 

There is a common misconception 
that Montessori children are al-
lowed to do whatever they like. 
And another that Montessori is very 

strict. 

In reality, Montessori falls in the 
middle of these two extremes. The 
word discipline doesn’t mean to 

punish. It is actually based on the 
root word “disciple” which means 
“to teach” or “to learn.” So I like to 
say instead of getting angry and 
punishing a child if they do some-
thing like hitting or biting another 
child, we can see it as an opportu-
nity for us to teach and the child to 

learn about caring for others. 

Here are 8 tips for a Montessori ap-

proach to discipline. 

1. Not using bribes and rewards or 
punishment – Bribes, rewards and 
punishment are 
all extrinsic motivations. This means 
that we are getting our child to look 
to others to do something instead 
of developing internal self-
discipline. A Montessori approach 
to discipline 

builds intrinsic motivation instead. 

2. Respectful communication – We 
speak and listen to our children 
with respect. They are learning that 
we see them and value them, and 
sometimes it’s our job to keep them 
safe and we will support them if 
they are having a hard time. When 
we say no all the time or without 

they’ve calmed down (a toddler will 
often let out a deep sigh), then we 

can help them to make amends. 

6. Freedom within limits – You may 
have heard the phrase “freedom 
within limits.” This means the child 
does have a lot of freedom, yet 
there are a few clear limits to keep 
themselves, others and the environ-

ment safe. 

If there are too many limits, the 

child will feel like they live in a dicta-
torship and may be too scared to 
do things or, worse, sneak behind 
our backs so they won’t be caught. 
And if there are no limits, the child 
has license to do whatever they like 
without thinking of others or may 
have the feeling that no-one cares 

for them. 

“Following some inner guide, they 
occupied themselves in work differ-
ent for each that gave them joy and 

peace, and then something else 
appeared that had never before 
been known among children, a 

spontaneous discipline. This struck 
visitors even more than the explo-

sion into writing had done; children 
were walking about, seeking for 

work in freedom, each concentrat-
ing on a different task, yet the 

whole group presented the appear-
ance of perfect discipline. So the 

problem was solved: To obtain disci-
pline, give freedom.” 

– Maria Montessori, Education for a 
New World 

A Montessori  Approach  

To Discipline  

“We’re building a better world,  One student at a time” 
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